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DAI,RY BUR}IS' CI,UB

"Scul of f,he Poel! whe:'esoer er'

Reclaimed" from earth, thy genius plume

Her vrin6s of immortalitY,

$ur,:pend thy harp in happier slrhere'

And wrth thine i-nfluence illume

The glad.ness of our jubilee'rr

In the year MDCCCXXVI a few kindred spjrits inst'ituted the Dalrlr

Burnst cl-ub.In an amusing collection of manuscripts of lhe lale Andrew

crawforci tf cour'rhi 11, Dalry, we find thai ne cl-ischarSed the duties of

Croupi.er at the flrst Annj.versar.y meeting helc ai Dairy in honr:ur of

the'rHigh chief of scotiish songrr, and in prcposing a toa-qt to ali the

ad-mirers of Burns, he sa.i c:-ttThis is the first time that our village

atlempled to celebrate lhe birth-day of our Ayrshrre Bard,Robert Burns'

and certainly it reflects little honour on our village, fained for song,

lhat the neighbouring -qhires have been celebraiing his worth for llore

thanlwentyyears,and,ceforethisnighiismute,butbelterlalethan

never. lr

The following facetiou.g lines in verse, iincooy +'he regulations of the

Club: -
Dalry, I{ighteen llundreo and t'wenty si>l,

Assembled a felY friends of Burns,

To make regulati-ons and year1y fix,

1l/hatr s to be done when his cirthday relurns'

this year in Montgornrrier s it fj-rst shail lake place'

lffhere drink of the best shall be 6ot,

illi-th a Haggis anrl 3annocks the table to gracet

And a slice froir the iri-p of a slot'



Pol-itical que stions all banlshect shail be;

The Song it sha]} circle in [urns;

Each shal-l have a glass o{' lhe 3ar}ey-bree,

To drink lo the nemorY of Bu'rns.

No insulting language our lips snal-l defile,

-{ neighbourr s gooci numour io Crossl

So ihat every face rnay be gay wi-th a snile,

'vYhile round go the scng and the llasl.-

The members of the Club have cont.inued to hold BurnsrAnniversary

in ttMontgomeriers fnnfr, Ccurthill, frora the year MDCC0XXVI ti11

I{DCCCLX,,.'rhich is suffi-cient reason to believe that thot-tgh

'rItts just theekei we strae, &ht but lai-gh ot the ceiling,

?hat we scarce can slanr up straight within,

But t,herets aye someihing guid ballh for eating ant driniring

To be had in i'lcntgo:nel''i er s Inri.il



l,leiribers presenl in i.{DCCC)il{vT

I Hugh Morris, Presirient, born in iiiu.k cl oss, De.}ry, Jar;;ar:i l?g5 _

alive in 1860-- iie i s a pcr:ri.cner, ar:d. prosecutes ihe calrLng of 1-he

l-oorn. He is exlensi-r,,e1y'r.eaii., and i'e*r ar.e bett.er acquai-nterr'riii:i the
vrritings of 'uhe poels than he'...lie i-. exir*nre1.;i s;ensistive anri r.ef.ined
and urhat vrith asreeable !-nanners anc an j-ne:<haustible funrl of anecdote,
hj-s conpany is courted and caresseci. He was acquai-nf;ed l.-ith i?obert
Tanna,hi-l1, the s'u'reet lyrical poet of paisley, ana na4 the pleasure of
hei-ng frequently in his compan6, along ivith;?.A.Sr:tiih, t.l:e lriusii;a{
colnposer. He has seen Jchn llolne, the author of Douglas, lnd. h.aci the
;iot-our of 'ehaking hanris v,ri.th sj-r Thomas Dlck Lauder. lle has always taken
e' live1y inte'est in'ar 1 questi-ons ef fectin5- tire rr;erfa'e, r i,ierature,
art a-nd nu;ical, scienc_^ oi'hi-s native toi,v.n.

11 Andrev'r cral';f ord , 0rr:u-1;i er, born in iou.thil1 , Dalry , circa )-1? 5 .

I'le' wa--- a '..'ri-gh'; o. rur.,,,i'. rie iiari. ari excelierrt 1:Lbra.ry; rielighieii in
iiterary- at'd- antiquarlan pursuits, anc haci ila ioulh o I a.ulu nick-rraci<ets,.
ile corresponded wiih Dr. Andrevr cravuford oi .Ionnshil-1, Lccir,;r:innr:chr a

distinguishec scho,lar and ar:tiquar;, as wer l as a poe.u, _.rho .+rro,;e ihe
io I Ioriri"n.5 verses, eni.i ii-ed

A Gti f fayou t f;iie i,{uill s

I'fy youC-:_th i,'a*s e. winsum drein,
And lang I I ve 1i v I d. lo inou rn i. t, sa-e,

l4y niorning 1oi,;rt iii t soncer s gleinil
i'{y gloning xeps ihe ihud of vya.e.

The slnnie hncwos thal ance uar rtoi n

f taig1 e or: , - e y ia j_n to vedi;

ilhe spunk 6i tyfe thal bleiztt sae cleir,
fs i,;rsent io ane aizle nov;"



)irl'liL1iam llarni If on, a natlve o f

trad,:sman.

Da lry , a Ti n s:r:- th ari rl a. Yery e:ii l flu.1

xlrJohn Ilamj.lton: a natlv* of Da1ry. ]{e uJas al one tine r., ,,?eaver,; but

subsequently a Teacher at Ki1'.,rinni ng. He ,,:;er. l rrllii:ratel-y tc Anier.ica,

and di"ed there.

XI.I.,,Janes l.,1cNa,ir, a native of *-l-CersIie, tire, bir.lh i'l-1ace

'r,Iallace, the Scottish patri ct. He came lo Da] ry, ani vra-s

v/eaver. IIe is at present, 186c, a vi ntner.. He is cheerful

a loving husband, a t,ender father a.nu a, generous frienri.

o:i srr "ialiIa.m

rnany )rears tl

and in;e11r6ent,,

'rfT) John llontgomerie, a native of Dalry, born aboul l?ge. i"le vras a weaver;1
uirt tat,terl-.v a t/intner, anc Inspector of the poor untll his dea.th, r,vhich

cccurred fn 1855. H.e was an enthuslastic adini-rer of 6he wri tlngs of
Robert Burns, and a social and agreeable conpanion. Burnsr Ann1versar.y

rneetings have always been helcl 1n iri-s house, Anclre',v Aitken of Overlon,

parish of Beilh, says in his poen rrrecj-taei before the Burn,.t ciub on the

261h. January, 184rtt, vrhich wirr be given irr fi;]1 ,in due ccurse -
' rrTime soon slips av/ar , for its sa>:leen lang lowin3lflg

,Since our soclat Bur.ner Club did begin;

And lve I ve annually rnet on this night nrost ausplcious,

In Joh-rny l;on tgonnerier s f nn. n

XIV_?homas Smith, a native of Irvine.
XV John Kerr- a native of Rcthesay. He was scae years a r:ieeyer in Dalry,./
but fo:: many years in the latter pert of his life a i./intner. He uias

Ita fil. e fat fociget v;igi,'-, o r staiure shcrlr, 11vety a-nr"r in teli ig+nt,
and sang a good comlc and. sentiraental song. He was latterly sec-r.etary

of the Dalry Burnsr Club. He died in 1850; and it riay be recorded of hlm

tntt tthi s memory will be revered while lhe social affections are esleened..r?

Xp James Steel, Son of lvlr. Steel at one time the Parochial Schoolmasler

of Da1ry. He is at present, 1850, crerk at i{urlet co11iery.



XVII Malcolm FfcDougal,

a good singer, and very

XVIII John i{cMl11an, a

burn. !{e came to Da}ry,

of Cholera.

Shoer"oal<er, a .native of Johnstone, {ntel1igent,

agreeable anc- lively at the meelinsis of the Club.

native of Stirlingshi-re, belongeC, to about Bannock-

and was a wocl- spinner to l'ir. Bigg;art,. I{e died

Xf'a r'chn Barbour, a native of Da,':'y, fonci r:f all thi-ngs ihat belonged

to antiquity. He had a good lrbrary, a great reader, most lenaceou-q

memory. He vras extrernely eccentric, ani careless cf dress

XX Hugh Kerr, a native of Dalry, a lveaver, anct for many years a lnanufacl-

urer of Shawls in Glasgow, and 1s pretty clever.
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